2. II:2: Said R. Levi, “[At the outset, before the division of the priestly 
emoluments,] all the watches are located in the south [of the altar, and 
then the officiating watch goes to the north, so as to distinguish it from 
the watch whose term of service has ended].” 


[C] THE ONES GOING ON DUTY DIVIDE AT THE NORTH, AND THE ONES GOING OFF DUTY 
DIVIDE AT THE SOUTH. 


1. IfI:1: Said R. Hananiah, son of R. Hillel, “[the ones coming in are 
given the place of honor, at the north of the altar] so as to pay respect 
to the ones who are corning on duty.” 


[D] [THE PRIESTLY WATCH OF] BILGAH ALWAYS DIVIDED IT IN THE SOUTH: 


1. IV:1: [The priestly watch of] Bilgah always divided it in the south, and 
their ring was fixed, and their wall-niche was blocked up [M. 5:8]. [In 
T.’s version:] because of Miriam, daughter of Bilgah, who apostatized. 
She went off and married an officer of the Greek royal house. And 
when the gentiles went into the sanctuary, he came along and stamped 
on the top of the altar, saying to it, “Wolf, wolf! You have wiped out 
the fortune of Israel, and you [still] did not then stand up for them in 
the time of their trouble!” And some say it was because [the priestly 
watch of Bilgah] delayed in observing its priestly watch. So the watch 
of Yeshebab went in and served as high priest] in its stead. Therefore 
Bilgah always appears to he among the outgoing priestly watches [at 
the south], ant Yeshebab always appear to be among the incoming 
priestly watches [at the north]. Neighbors of the wicked normally 
receive no reward, except for Yeshebab, neighbor to Bilgah, who 
receive] a reward [T. Suk. 4:28]. 


[E] AND THEIR RING WAS FLAYED: 


1. V:1: R. Ba in the name of R. Judah: “They made rings for themselves, 
broad at the top and narrow at the bottom.” 


[F] AND THEIR WALL-NICHE WAS BLOCKED UP. 


1. VI:1: This was so that they would not use the space for their knives. 


